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Breeding Clay-colored Sparrows at Piney Tract

While birding Piney Tract on July 17. 1998, with Charles Studholme. I heard a Clay-colored Sparrow
singing. The buzzy song was unmistakable. Charles and I took extra time to try and locate and verify by sight the
bird. We soon located the bird and I ran back to the car to get my camera to try and photo document the sighting. [
took 2 pictures. While we were observing the bird, it sang. I had a singing bird about 1/2 mile from this spot
earlier in the year, but could not verify it by sight.

[ was not able to get back to the location until July 19th. At that time. I located an adult. heard another
bird singing at the same time, and observed what [ thought could have been 2 tledged Clay-colored Sparrows. [ went
home and researched the species and became sure that the young birds could have been Clay-colored because of the
coloration and the white median stripe on the crown. [ called Margaret Buckwalter with the news and she told me
another observer had seen an adult carrying food.

[ spent the morning and late afternoon July 20th trying to document the breeding of the sparrows. I saw
the adult Clay-colored Sparrows carrying food and I also observed the young birds. However, I also observed many
young Chipping Sparrows. When the young birds could be compared, it was noticed that the young Clay-colored
Sparrows were more buffy and had the white median stripe on the crown. The juvenile chipping sparrows were
darker, seemed almost sooty, and did not have a stripe on the crown. I was able to take 2 adult pictures, but no
feeding or young shots. I also never saw the adults feeding young. However, I did get a recording of the song.

I went back on July 21 and took a shot of an adult. Later in the day, I found an adult Clay-colored Sparrow
with food and a young Clay-colored Sparrow in the same tree. I took the picture of the young bird, but didn’t get a
shot of the adult. The adult was about 3 feet higher up in the tree than the young bird carrying food. I never saw
any young being fed by adult Clay-colored sparrows. I did watch young Chipping Sparrows being fed. Never did I
observe a young Clay-colored being fed by a Chipping Sparrow and never did I observe a young Chipping Sparrow
being fed by an adult Clay-colored.

Since I was traveling west, I took the young Clay-colored picture with me and compared the photo with
actual young Clay-colored. This convinced myself and Jason Horn that we did have young Clay-colored Sparrows. 1
realize how the juveniles of both species resemble each other, but, after seeing literally dozens of juvenile Clay-
colored Sparrows, [ am sure that the bird in the photo is a juvenile Clay-colored Sparrow. The habitat seems ideal

- fields, locusts, and young pines. The song seemed to only be heard early morning and late evening.

John G. Fedak

221 Washington Street
New Bethlehem, PA 16242
(814)275-4086



Record No.: 8§14-02-1998

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round One

Species: Clay-colored Sparrow (Spizella pallida)

Date of Sighting: 15 July 1998 to 25 July 1998
Location: PINEY TRACT

County: CLARION

Observer(s): John Fedak, Charles Studholme

Date of Submission: 1998
Submitted by: John Fedak, Charles Studholme
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